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Six great debates around the thema 

 
 

Culture: reasons to hope 
Imagining and passing on 

 
Back to the 2012 edition 

debates, tribunes, interviews, studies, articles, videos, photos  

 
  
  



 Dear participants of the Forum ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ 2012, 

 

 Thank you to all of you for your support, your commitment, your proposals and your smiles during 
these three days of the Forum d'Avignon 2012. 450 participants including a 100 students, 40 
countries, 50 different sectors: thanks to everyone who made possible this fifth edition, to their 
reflection during the year in the framework of the think tank of Forum d'Avignon but also to all the 
good ideas that have allowed us to combine talents, artistic performances, debates, analysis and 
perspectives. 

 

 Like every year, the reach and richness of the meetings and exchanges have been multiple. Is it 
because it was risky but also constructive that the exchanges on the theme of the άǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ to hope for 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ have been a spiritual enrichment? You have contributed to replacing culture at the heart of 
our ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΩ future, to supporting the ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊǎΩ ability to innovate and the reminding the impact  of 
creative imagination in social cohesion. 

 

 Far from being a purpose, the perspectives opened by the people who embody reasons to hope on 
different continents, strengthen more than ever our conviction and our blog Culture is future. You 
have, in your way and according to your personality, strengthened our willingness to strengthen the 
links between culture, innovation and economy. We stay on course around three perspectives: the 
financing and economic models of culture, the innovation and digital and the attractiveness of 
territories. The working groups, tribunes, proposals and exclusives interviews are published all year 
long. To move forward, discover or simply extend the pleasure of this shared experience. 

 

 We were deeply happy to welcome you: ƭŜǘΩǎ invest individually and collectively in culture.  

  

 Laure, Rebecca, Hannah, Camille, Olivier 

 

Merci !  

Thank You !  

Grazie !  Gracias !  

Tak !  Danke !  
аЪЮ ϜϼЪІ ! 

Merci !  
Thank You !  аЪЮ ϜϼЪІ ! аЪЮ ϜϼЪІ ! Gracias !  Grazie !  

Thank You !  

Danke !  

Tack !  

Day1 Day2 Day3 
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The theme 2012 
Culture: Reasons to hope 

Imagining and passing on  

 Responding to the ambient pessimism, the Forum ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ wishes to counter 
with reasons to hope for and thanks to culture. To feed them, the Forum 
ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ relies on strong convictions and realities:  on the capacity for 
innovation of creators renewed by the digital revolution, and their contribution to 
society, and in a more ambitious way, on the integration of creative imagination 
as a springboard for social and economic development. 

 Exemplary initiatives, cultural practices and federative territorial dynamics: there 
are many reasons to hope coming from men and women who focus on the way to 
plan the future, to stimulate creativity, to pass on their values and open 
stimulating perspectives about the factory of culture and the jobs of tomorrow.  

 In 2011, the Forum ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ insisted on « Investing in culture » but also in 
sharing its conviction that culture must be considered an investment, not a cost. 

 To give a meaning to abundance, profundity and flavor to  our daily lives, emotion 
to reason Χ : the fifth edition aims to replace culture at the heart of our ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΩ 
future, and highlight the fecund links between culture, economy and society in a 
period of a ǘƛƳŜΩǎ acceleration perception.  

 This year, the Forum ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ offers to go to meet, through the different 
continents, the people who embody in their own way the reasons to hope thanks 
to culture, whether they are famous or emerging, acclaimed by the public, or far 
from any source of diffusion. 

 



Three days at ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ 
Chef Masterclass for the students of the Hotel 
School of Avignon/CCI (video realized by EJCM) 
Every yearΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴΣ 
chefs with international reputation share their 
passion with students of the Hotel School of 
Avignon/CCi 

Exquisite corpse 
An ephemeral work will evolve throughout the Forum 
ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴΦ [ŜǘΩǎ draw in the Paneterie room! 

The innovations in the Paneterie room 
Croisements by Julien Levesque, 
Cultural Institute, presentation of the 
last innovations of Orange, Ikono tv: 
the first television channel dedicated to 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ Χ 

Artistic performances: 
 Renaud Capuçon, Hector Obalk, 
Fabrice Di Falco, Mircea Cantor, 
Tishani Dishi et Markus Schmidt.  

Exhibition of the photographer Léo Caillard  
Inspired by the anachronistic, the poetic intrusion or the trompe-
ƭΩǆƛƭΣ his photographs transform the borders between icon and 
screen, old and modern, memorial and rational. Master of the 
digital, this young photographer quesions the pixelized past and 
present and the rematerialization of the digital photography. 

http://forum-avignon.org/en/node/2341


The Forum 2012 sketched by: 

Michel Kichka 
Born in Liège (Belgium) in 1954, Michel Kichka lives 
in Jerusalem since 1974. He has graduated in 1978 
in Visual Communication from "Bezalel" Academy 
of Arts & Design Jerusalem, where he teaches 
illustration, comics and political cartoon. He is a 
Member of Cartooning for Peace. 

Cartooning For Peace 
After Plantu and JUL, this year again, talented cartoonists from Cartooning For Peace sketch the 
debates. 4 cartoonists, three continents, more than 50 drawings for two days of debates and reasons 
to hope.   

Nadia Khiari  
Nadia Khiari, painter and artistic director of an art gallery in 
Tunis released a collection of chronicles from the revolution 
and published drawings in Siné Mensuel. She has just 
received the Honoré Daumier award during the second 
meeting of Cartooning for Peace in Caen.  

Liza Donnelly 
Donnelly is cartoonist for the New Yorker Magazine and 
journalist for Forbes.com. Her drawings and comments 
appear on many other such as NewYorker.com or 
HuffingtonPost.com and in numerous newspapers. As 
international public speaker and teacher, Donnelly has 
intervened at the United Nations, at the New Yorker 
Festival and at Vassar College. Donnelly is a member of 
Cartooning For Peace.  

Ali Dilem 

Ali Dilem, born in 1967, is an Algerian press cartoonist. He 
publishes his drawings in the daily newspaper Liberté and in 
the TV show Kiosque on TV5Monde. His drawings were 
awarded by about twenty international prizes including the 
International Award for Press cartoon in 2001 and 
Reporters sans frontières in September 2005, the 
Cartoonists Rights bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ Award for Courage in Editorial 
Cartooning in Denver in June 2006. On October 11, 2010, he 
was named Chevalier des Arts et Lettres. 
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Opening of the Forum 
 

Opening ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ 

Nicolas  Seydoux, tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ 

 

Finissage « The masterpieces of the Yvon 
Lambert donation» 
Welcoming of the participants at the Collection Lambert by 
Marie-Josée Roig, Mayor of Avignon and Hervé Digne, 
President of the Collection, Vice President of the Forum 

d'Avignon. 
ARTISTIC PERFORMANCE BY MIRCEA CANTOR 

http://forum-avignon.org/fr/node/2264
http://forum-avignon.org/fr/node/2264


 Lab ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ 

 The meetings of culture and technology present exclusive cultural innovations. Digital books, 
museum curators, film directors, conductors and musicians have the place of honor. 

Imagination at work, by Jean-François 
Chianetta, President, Augment, Belgium  

How to imagine the most efficient 
exhibition itinerary, or the most 

enhancive hanging in a living room, for 
the artwork and for the spectator ? 

Thanks to the Augment application, your 
exhibition space, collective or personal, is 

immediately laid out in 3D.   

Candide, or the (re)birth of the 
book, by Thierry Grillet, French 
National Library, David Lacombled, 
Director Strategy of contents and 
Armelle Pasco, Partnership director, 
France Telecom-Orange: Orange and 
the BNF (French National Library) 
fulfilled a dream: poetry and 
knowledge gathered together in a 
digital book. Original manuscript, 
commentaries from the author, 
annotations, discovery and 
constitution of worlds to share, the 
2012 Candide ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ 
technological prowess, it is an 
ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ±ƻƭǘŀƛǊŜΩǎ ƳŀƎƛŎΦ  

 
 
 
 

Are orchestra conductors 
controllable?, by Itay Talgam, 
orchestra conductor, Israel 
Complex organizations, such as an 
orchestra, need to be controlled in 
order to serve specific purposes. 
How can the conductor obtain the 
best results from his musicians, 
give them the means to surpass 
themselves? In which situation 
does control become abusive? Is it 
possible to conduct without abuse 
of power?   

ScreenerOne, by Christian Horz, 
Vice President media and 
technologies, Arvato-Bertelsmann , 
Germany 
Christian Horz presents a cloud 
based collaboration platform for 
the exchange of all kind of digital 
media content. Ease-of-use and 
secure access are the main drivers 
of the service. Actually it is used 
during the creation process of TV- 
and Video productions amongst 
others.  

Lune  Operation ς The hidden wreck of 
the Sun King by Mehdi Tayoubi, 3DS and 
aƛŎƘŜƭ [ΩHour, archeologist and deep-sea 

driver, France 
Plunge into an extraordinary archeological 

investigationon the « Lune » wreck, a 
flagship of Louis XIV, discovered near 

Toulon in 1993, and never explored before.  
In collaboration with Michel [ΩIƻǳǊ, 

director of the DRASSM, Dassault Systèmes 
revolutionizes underwater archaeology 

thanks to 3D virtual worlds: a world 
premiere! 

The blue bird becomes a composer 
by Peter Gregson, cellist and composer, 

United Kingdom 
/ŀƴ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΩǎ ōƭǳŜ ōƛǊŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ 

140 characters? No, but Peter Gregson 
can. Peter Gregson, cellist and composer, 

in collaboration with Daniel Jones, devised 
a way of turning the conversations of 

Twitter users attending the Forum 
ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ 

reflects the collective mood of 
participants. "The Listening Machine" 

analyses Tweets for mood and topic and 
then translates the rhythm and intonation 

of each Tweet into flowing sequences of 
musical notes creating amazing music 

from conversational data.  
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Aurélie Filippetti,  
Minister of culture  

and communication, France 

 

Weaving the threads 
between culture and 
economy ς My first 

constructions 

±ƛŘŞƻ ŘŜ ƭΩŀƭƭƻŎǳǘƛƻƴ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.forum-avignon.org/en/fa2012-opening-session


Imagining culture :  
creations and creators  

 

Moderator : Françoise 
Benhamou, Professorr, 
Member of the ARCEP, 
France  
« Concerning the support of 
creativity and its enhancer, 
when it exists, remains to 
invent. » wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜΧ 

Amos Gitai, film director, 
Israel 
« I believe culture can create 
bridges among wars, killings, 
ŜǘŎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ άǊŀƛǎƻƴ ŘΩşǘǊŜέΥ 
creating bridges where there are 
none » wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜΧ 

Aurélie Filippetti, 
Minister of culture and 
communication, France 

Vidéo 

During an economic crisis, it is important to give meaning to culture, which is too often considered a 
luxury. We need to redefine the relationship between economics and culture. Today, we are talking 
about competitiveness, and culture contributes to competitiveness. Striking out against the stereotypes 
of a variable adjustment culture, Aurélie Filippetti ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ ŘΩ!ǾƛƎƴƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ 
convictions : the importance of culture as an essential collective and individual commitment o the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ garantee to access to culture for all, of equality 
between territories, and of bringing a true federatory project to the European level. 
Overhauling our perception of the deep realities of the economics of culture, and putting culture back in 
the hardcore of the economy : the minister presented several projects which are under way : creating 
tools for evalution, today often too heterogeneous ; rethinking the role of private and public actors, 
reaffirming that not enough lessons have been drawn, sharing how culture bears on all levels of the 
economy ; and thinking anew about tools of a cultural policy less oriented towards an often inflationary 
supply-side policy, and more towards access to culture for all, a policy emphasizing curricula and 
training. She announced two loaws in coming months, on heritage and creative orientation.  She also 
described her readiness for the challenges engendered by the digital transition and her support 
for  ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ wŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ŀƴȅ ǳǘƛƭƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
needed to be relegitimized to create a truly democratic future for the country.  
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